MAY 4, 1981

The City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 4, 1981, in the City Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM by Mayor Knox with Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Madson and Hilgren present.  None were absent.

The meeting was called at this earlier time to hold a hearing to consider the surfacing of the following streets with blacktop:

Commercial Street from Dayton Avenue to Sunset Avenue and Dayton Avenue from Commercial Street to Delaware Street as per Resolution of April 8, 1981.  Owners of property affected by the proposed project were Ed F. Wesley, Karen E. Meyers, Frances L. Weller, Ivan L. Boehland, Martha Wynn Boehland, Lawrence B. Olson, Douglas P. Hoffman, Mrs. Gary Doering and Mrs. Lawrence O Doering.

Mayor Knox read the Notice of Hearing and also the preliminary estimate of cost for this project, which was submitted by Larson-Peterson and Associates, Inc., Consulting Engineers from Detroit Lakes, Minnesota.  The total estimate cost for Plan 1 for 24 ft. width being $14,800.00 with the estimated assessment rate at $11.96 per foot.

The total estimated cost for Plan 2, for 30 ft. width being $18,300.00 with the estimated assessment rate at $14.78 per foot.  A lengthy discussion following with all parties participation.  Mayor Knox then asked the affected parties as to whether or not they want these streets blacktopped.  Ivan Boehland said that he did not need this street blacktopped and was against doing so.  The rest of the people all said that they wanted the streets blacktopped.  After some discussion, they decided to have the streets improved as per Plan 2 with 30 ft. width of blacktop.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren to pass the following Resolution Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans:

WHEREAS, a Resolution of the City Council adopted the 8th day of improvement of Commercial Street from Dayton Avenue to Sunset Avenue and on Dayton Avenue form Commercial Street to Delaware Street with blacktop pursuant to a petition notice of affected owners.

AND WHEREAS, ten days published notice of the hearing through two weekly publications of the required notice was given and the hearing was held thereon on the 4th day of May 1981, at which time all persons desiring to be heard were given an opportunity to be heard thereon.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PARKERS PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA,

1) Such improvement is hereby ordered as proposed in the council Resolution of March 2, 1981.

2) Larson-Peterson and Associates, Inc. is hereby designated as the engineer for this improvement.  He shall prepare plans and specifications for the making of such improvement.

The motion to this Resolution was seconded by Trustee Charbonneau.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Madson; opposed – none.

Adopted by the council this 4th day of May 1981.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Madson to allow the assessments for the above mentioned street improvement to be levied over a period of 4 years for those who do not pay same in full after the project is completed.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Madson, Kinsel and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The aforementioned persons interested in the street improvement then left the meeting which was then moved to the council room.  The persons present in the council room besides the Mayor and City Council were LuVoy Lage, Ron Grefe, Tom Meyers, George Revering, Harold Krueger and Don Ellwanger.

The minutes of the regular meeting of April 6 and 8 were read by the clerk.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to accept these minutes as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Madson and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Mr. Lage spoke to the council about the maintenance of the ballpark, the scheduling of games, etc.  He recommended that the council allow the Jaycees to be in charge of the refreshment stand; also to allow them to sell 3.2 beer On Sale at this stand on a seasonal basis.  The council and Mr. Lage and Mr. Ellwanger of the Jaycees discussed this at length.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Madson to pay Mr. Lage $100.00 for taking care of the ballpark in 1981.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to charge the Jaycees $30.00 for a license to sell 3.2 beer On Sale only at the ballpark from May 16 to August 31, 1981, during the ballgames.  This is tentative to the issuance of a license after a public hearing on same.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Hilgren and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The council then discussed the purchase of the fire apparatus.  Mayor Knox told the council that the firemen had inspected some fire trucks made by FMC Corp. and also Luverne Fire Equipment Co. and that they had recommended that the city purchase the FMC fire apparatus with top command volume water only, no high pressure.  This would cost $47,418.00 plus $2,500.00 for misc. equipment, 1,000 GPM and 750 gallon tank.  The truck chassis would cost about $15,000.00.  The Luverne fire apparatus would cost $44,471.00 plus $2,500.00 for misc. equipment and about $15,000.00 for a truck chassis; a difference of $2,947.00.  The men of the fire department, however, recommend the FMC apparatus because they believe that the quality of this apparatus is much better, also it is easier to get parts and service when needed.  After some discussion between Fire Chief Krueger, assistant Chief Revering and the council, a motion was made by Trustee Kinsel and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to purchase the fire apparatus from Fire Safety Products, Inc., representative of FMC Corp.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Kinsel, Charbonneau and Madson; opposed – Trustee Hilgren.  The motion carried.

Mr. Krueger, Mr. Revering and the council then discussed optional equipment to be purchased with the fire apparatus.  After they had agreed as to what was needed, a motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to purchase this optional equipment at a cost of $2,529.00.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – Trustee Hilgren.  The motion carried.

A motion was then made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to advertise for a 1981 Ford, GMC or Chevrolet chassis to meet specification to carry the fire apparatus to be purchased from FMC.  Bids are to be opened at a special meeting to be held on May 22, 1981, in the council room at 5:30 PM.  The council reserves the right to reject any or all bids.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ron Grefe then asked the council to consider inspecting the former hotel building located next to the lumberyard because of it being a fire hazard.  It has been vacant for a number of years and is deteriorating.  He said that at the present time, the lumberyard is assessed an extra insurance charge of $600.00 because of the hotel being in the condition that it is and that the extra charge is to raise to $1,000.00 within a year.  It was decided to have Trustee Hilgren contact the owner of the hotel and inform him of the complaint and that the City will consider legal action for the removal of this building if it is not repaired.

The clerk reminded the council that the City Board of Review along with the County Assessor is to meet in the council room on Thursday, May 7, 1981, at 10:00 AM.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Madson to pay the liquor store dues of $55.00 to the Commercial Club.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The backwages for Luella Baas, John Barrows, Lawrence Diekow, Herbert Guenther, Joanne Moske, Kathryn Soden, and Robin Todd as demanded by the US Department of Labor were discussed.  The clerk informed the council that Attorney Robert Bigwood of Rufer, Hefte, Pemberton, Schultze, Sorlie and Sefkow has sent a letter recommending paying these back salaries.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Madson and Hilgren; opposed – none. The motion carried.

The council then called in Robin Todd to discuss putting him on an hourly wage rather than a monthly wage so that backwages will not have to be paid to him again in the future.  After some discussion, Mr. Todd agreed to accept $3.70 per hour.  A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to change Robin Todd’s salary from the present $885.00 per month to an hourly salary of $3.70 per hour.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Hilgren, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to have Mayor Knox order 10 tables and 60 chairs for the Senior Citizens Nutrition building.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Charbonneau, Hilgren and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to have Larson-Peterson and Associates draw up specifications for seal-coating Sunset Avenue from Oak Street to Jackson Street, Dayton Avenue (TH 29) to McCornell Avenue, Colfax Street from Otter Avenue (TH29) to McCornell Avenue and Oak Street from McCornell Avenue to West of Sunset Avenue.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

General bills numbered one through fifty-seven were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to allow general bills numbered one through fifty-seven as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Madson and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ambulance bills numbered one through five were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to allow ambulance bills numbered one through five as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Hilgren and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Liquor bills numbered one through fifty-one were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to allow liquor bills numbered one through fifty-one as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Hilgren, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to adjourn.  Upon call of the motion, this was passed by a unanimous vote of the council.

