APRIL 6, 1981

The City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 6, 1981, in the council room.  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Mayor Knox with Trustees Madson, Hilgren, Kinsel and Charbonneau present.  None were absent.

Also present were Richard Brenner, Eugene Payne and Harry Barta, Tom Meyers of The Independent, George Revering and Harold Krueger of the Parkers Prairie Fire Department, Tom Sirois of the Fire Safety Products, Inc., Hollis Hunt of Mid-Central Fire and Safety Company, and Todd Rust of the Luverne Fire Equipment Company.

Bids for a new fire truck were received from the three aforementioned fire equipment companies.  These were opened by Mayor Knox and read as follows:

Mid-Central Fire and Safety Company.  $47,700.00 for the fire apparatus plus $15,500.00 for a Fork truck chassis for a total of $63,200.00.  This is with left side mounted controls to be completed in 140 working days.

Luverne Fire Equipment Company.  $46,916.00 for the basic apparatus plus $15,500.00 for a Chevrolet truck chassis for a total of $62,416.00.  This is with top mounted controls to be completed in 90 working days.

Fire Safety Products, Inc.  $53,018.00 for the apparatus plus $15,400.00 for a Ford truck chassis or $15,990.00 for a Chevrolet truck chassis.  This with side mounted controls.  If top mounted controls were used, it would add $3,200.00 to the cost.  This is to be completed in 145 working days.

All three bids had various options as to equipment, etc.  The council decided to compare these at a later time and to take care of some of the other city business first.  The representatives of the fire apparatus companies asked to be excused during this time and suggested that they be called back one at a time so that each could explain his bid and the options to the council about his particular fire apparatus.  This was agreed to by all present.

Richard Brenner asked the council if the property to complete Oak Street at Brenner’s Addition had been procured as yet.  Mayor Knox reported that he had spoke to the owners of Lot 1, Block 1 of McLogan’s Addition, but they refuse to sell the needed property.  He also said that Attorney Oscar Sorlie suggested that the City probably would have to go through condemnation proceedings to finish this street.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to engage Oscar Sorlie to proceed with the condemnation of the properties needed to complete Oak Street at Brenner’s Addition.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Madson and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Harry Barta told the council that when the street maintenance men drag his street, they continually drag more gravel away from his driveway and that at the present time, he has a ditch from his driveway tot he street.  He asked the council to have this repaired so that it will again be level.  He was told that the street committee would look into this and have it repaired.

An application for a permit to build a house 26 x 40 ft. with a 26 x 26 ft. attached garage on Lots 7 & 8, Lakeview Addition, was presented by Harold Lundblad.  A motion was made by Trustee Kinsel and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to grant this permit pending building committee approval.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Kinsel, Charbonneau, Hilgren and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to meet with the Region IV Commission on April 21, 1981, to discuss a zoning ordinance.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustee Madson, Hilgren, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Trustee Charbonneau reported that he and Trustee Kinsel have looked at Christmas Decorations and that the City can purchase some at this time from Vauhgan’s.  The cost for 8 would be $1,000.00.  They showed pictures of the kind that they are recommending.  After a short discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Madson to have Trustees Charbonneau and Kinsel order the Christmas decorations, which they have recommended.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Trustee Madson and Kinsel reported on the Ambulance.  The charges at present are $40.00 minimum plus $.70 per loaded mile.  They recommended that the charge be raised to $50.00 minimum plus $.85 per loaded mile.  They also recommended that the City put $2,500.00 in an Ambulance saving account if possible.  No action was taken on this at this time.  The council decided to call in the representatives of the Fire Apparatus Companies who bid on the City call for bids on a fire truck so that the council could discuss the various options and equipment with each individually.  They were called in the following order:

Hollis Hunt of Mid-Central Fire and Safety,

Todd Rust of Luverne Fire Equipment Company and finally

Tom Sirois of Fire Safety Products, Inc.

Each one in turn spoke to the council about the merits of their equipment at length.  After the last one, Mr. Sirois had finished; the time was 11:35 PM.

Eugene Payne then told the council that Parkers Prairie Township would donate $200.00 toward the Senior Citizen’s Nutrition Center if they would be allowed to hold elections and Town Board Meetings in the building.  A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to accept this proposal.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Kinsel, Charbonneau and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The time being 11:50 PM, a motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to continue the meeting on Wednesday, April 8, 1981 at 6:00 PM in the council room.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Kinsel and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

