MARCH 2, 1981

The City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 2, 1981, in the council room.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Knox with Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Charbonneau and Madson present.  None were absent.

Also present were Jack Gravelle of the Ebner Insurance Agency, Police Chief Fred Melle, and Tom Meyers of The Independent.

The clerk read the minutes of the regular meeting February 2, and the special meetings of February 13 and February 25, 1981.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Madson to accept the aforementioned minutes as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Charbonneau and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

General bills numbered one through sixty-seven were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to allow general bills numbered one through sixty-seven as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Kinsel, Madson and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ambulance bills numbered one through eight were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Kinsel and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to allow ambulance bills numbered one through eight as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Kinsel, Charbonneau, Hilgren and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Liquor bills numbered one through fifty-two were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Madson to allow liquor bills numbered one through fifty-two as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Madson, and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Mr. Gravelle spoke to the council about Workmen’s Compensation Insurance.  He explained the difference in costs and savings between the insurance offered by Employees Benefit Administration Co. (EBA) and the Home Insurance Company, which the City now has.  He said that the immediate savings on the EBA insurance would be about $600.00 whereas the long term savings on the Home Insurance Company would be about $1,400.00.  The council and Mr. Gravelle discussed this at length.  After some time, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to continue the Workmen’s Compensation Insurance with the Home Insurance Company.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Madson and Kinsel; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Fred Melle told the council that water was seeping into his office from the outside.  The council decided to have the Green Thumb try to correct this when they begin working for the City.

Mr. Melle also reported on the dog problem in the City.  He does not recommend using a tranquilizer gun because using them, which could involve the City in a lawsuit, can kill dogs.  He said that if dogs are caught, they must be impounded for at least ten days in a state licensed dog pound before they can be destroyed.  He also said that the Veterinarian George Palmer would impound dogs at $10.00 per day for each dog.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to allow the police department to pick up dogs running at large and to cite their owners and fine them $25.00 for each citation.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Kinsel, Charbonneau and Madson; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Mayor Knox then read a letter from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency in which it stated that they suggest that the City dump be used only for trash and that the City arrange to have garbage transported to a licensed land fill.  He also said that he had contacted Widseth, Smith, Nolting and Associates of Alexandria, and that Mr. Nolting inspected the dump and also recommended that it would be best used for trash only because of the topography and the high water table in that area.  He also discussed this with Representative Bob Anderson who told him that Otter Tail County is responsible for building a land fill in the South East part of the county as it has done in other parts of the county.  Mayor Knox also discussed this with County Commissioner Hub Nordgren who suggested that the City wait to see if the land fill at Henning will be approved by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  After some discussion, the subject was dropped for the present.

Mayor Knox suggested to the council that the clerk be authorized to deposit some of the City Funds into interest bearing accounts whenever some of the funds in the checking account will be idle for a while.  A motion to this effect was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Madson.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Madson, Kinsel and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Trustee Charbonneau reported that Christmas decorations which are attached to poles of the type of decorations this City now has would cost about $150.00 each.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Madson to allow $1,000.00 for this purchase of Christmas decorations of the type now being used in the City for the year 1981.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Madson, Kinsel and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Mayor Knox appointed Trustees Charbonneau and Kinsel a committee of two to purchase these decorations.

Mayor Knox and Trustee Hilgren reported that they had checked the City streets and recommend that 13 of them be seal coated in 1981.  After some discussion, it was also recommended that the following two streets be blacktopped: Dayton Avenue from Commercial Street to Deleware Street and Commercial Street from Dayton Avenue to Sunset Avenue.  A motion was made by Trustee Madson and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to have the clerk contact Larson-Peterson Associates and have them prepare a material list and estimate of the cost of the seal coating and blacktopping of the aforementioned streets.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Madson, Kinsel, Charbonneau and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Kinsel to adjourn.  This was passed by a unanimous vote of the council.

