NOVEMBER 3, 1980

The City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 3, 1980, in the council room.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Knapp with Trustees Lindgren, Hilgren, Knox and Charbonneau present.  None were absent.

The clerk told the council that the water and sewer charges for Sandee’s Café and the Frank Rousu home have not been paid for a year.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to have the clerk send these individuals a certified letter informing them that if these bills are not paid on or before November 10, 1980, that the water to these buildings will be shut off on November 11, 1980.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Hilgren, Knox and Lindgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

General bills numbered one through fifty-nine were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to allow general bills numbered one through fifty-nine as presented.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Lindgren, Charbonneau and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ambulance bills numbered one through three were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Lindgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to allow ambulance bills numbered one through three as presented.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Lindgren, Charbonneau, Knox and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Liquor bills numbered one through forty-nine were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to allow liquor bills numbered one through forty-nine as presented.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Lindgren, Hilgren and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Knox to accept the minutes of regular meeting of October 6, 1980.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Knox, Hilgren and Lindgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Fred Melle asked the council to consider a different communications system for the police department than is now in use.  He has priced other systems – one with a digital microphone and telephone system and various other features would cost $2,666.25.  The other which would consist of a CB station and telephone would cost about $300.00.  He said that the nursing home has agreed to handle all the calls on a 24 hour a day basis.  He also told the council that he has ordered a CB scanner at a cost of $135.00.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to purchase the CB station and scanner for the police department.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Lindgren, Charbonneau and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Fire Chief Harold Krueger told the council that the fire department could make good use of a volume, pressure pumper fire truck which can be hooked up to the school or nursing home if these buildings would have a fire.  It also can be used at other fires.  He said that a new one would cost about $50,000.00 and suggested that the council plan toward this for the future because the old pumper on the Chevrolet truck is obsolete.  A short discussion followed.  It was suggested that the city may have to sell bonds to purchase this equipment.  Nothing definite was suggested nor was anything acted upon.

The clerk informed the council that he had again received the forms for an informal bid for renter equipment for snow removal from the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to tender a bid of $20.00 per hour for the use of the City Michigan Loader for snow removal from Highway 29.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Lindgren, Knox and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The possibility of the League of Minnesota Cities building its own office building was discussed as to whether the city should pay its share in one lump sum or in payments.  It was noted that the city’s share would be about $500.00 and rather than make payments plus 10% interest on this, a motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Knox that the clerk inform the League of Minnesota Cities that Parkers Prairie will pay its share on construction on the officer building to house the League of Minnesota Cities in a lump sum if and when this becomes a reality.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Knox, Hilgren and Lindgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The clerk reminded the council that it must act on the tax levy for 1980 collectable in 1981.  It was decided to hold a special meeting on Wednesday, November 5, 1980 at 8:00 PM in the council room at which time the tax levy is to be discussed.  The election ballots of November 4, 1980 are to be canvassed and any other business that comes before the council will be discussed.

The clerk read a letter from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency informing the City that the dump ground has been surveyed and has failed to meet one or more standards.  The council took no action on this.

A motion was made by Trustee Knox and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to adjourn.  This passed by a unanimous vote of the council.

