JUNE 2, 1980

The City Council met in regular session on Monday, June 2, 1980, in the council room.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Knapp with Trustees Lindgren, Hilgren, Knox and Charbonneau present.  None were absent.

Also present were Fred Melle, Nan Miller, David Madson, Richard Brenner, Thomas Myer, Lawrence Olson and Gilmore Jahnke.

David Madson and Richard Brenner’s Addition, is almost impassable because of the rain.  They asked if the council would do something so that the water would drain off of the street so that it would not be muddy.  The council decided to discuss this problem later in the meeting.

Lawrence Olson told the council that during dry weather that vehicles driving on Sunset Street where he lives create a dust storm.  He would like the council to consider alleviating this problem by covering the gravel with oil or chloride.  The council decided to discuss this later in the meeting.

Gilmore Jahnke applied for a permit to build a garage 14 ft ft. 22 ft. at the alley on the East side of his house and also a 5 ft. by 6 ft. entry way on the West side of his house on Lot 9 and the S1/2 of Lot 10, Block 17, Lakeview Addition.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to grant this permit.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Lindgren, Hilgren, Charbonneau and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The dump ground was discussed.  Trustee Hilgren told the council that he had told Kamphake and Sons Construction that they are to continue to cover the dump as before.  

The council decided that Trustee Hilgren is to tell Arthur Olson to raise the rates for dumping rubbish.

A motion was made by Trustee Knox and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of May 5, Board of Review of May 14, and special meeting of May 16, 1980.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Knox, Lindgren, Charbonneau and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

General bills numbered one through forty-six were then read.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Knox and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to allow General bills numbered one through forty-six as read except to not pay bill #35 of Rufer, Hefte, Pemberton, Shulze, Sorlie and Sefkow at this time but to get an itemized statement from them before paying this bill.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Knox, Lindgren, Hilgren and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Ambulance bills numbered one through three were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Lindgren and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to allow Ambulance bills numbered one through three as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Lindgren, Hilgren, Charbonneau and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Liquor Bills numbered one through fifty-seven were then read.  A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to allow Liquor bills numbered one through fifty-seven as read.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Knox and Lindgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Knox and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to transfer $10,000.00 from the Liquor Fund to the General Fund.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Knox, Hilgren, Lindgren and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to pass the following Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Parkers Prairie enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota, Department of Transportation for the following purpose to-wit:

To install Hazard Indemnification Beacons and Pedestrian Crossing Signs at the intersection of Trunk Highway No. 29 (Otter Avenue) and Elm Street in accordance with Agreement No. 59966 M, a copy of which was before the Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper City officers be and hereby are authorized to execute such agreement and thereby assume for and on behalf of the City, the entire contractual obligation contained therein.

Upon call of the motion, those voting in favor of the Resolution were Trustees Charbonneau, Lindgren, Knox and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to pass the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, The City of Parkers Prairie has executed an agreement entitled Minnesota Transportation Department Hazard Indemnification Beacon Agreement No. 59966 M, a copy of which was before the council.

WHEREAS, such beacon was installed on Trunk Highway No. 29 (Otter Avenue) and Elm Street at the insistence of School District #547.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Parkers Prairie, Minnesota, that the City enter into an Assumption and Indemnification Agreement with Independent School District No. 547, whereby School District #547 would assume all liabilities and responsibilities as it relates to the agreement between the City of Parkers Prairie and the Minnesota Department of Transportation in the Hazard Indemnification Agreement No. 59966 M, that School District No. 547 would assume the maintenance, care and supervision of the operation of the beacon and would indemnify the City from all losses, damages, liabilities or malfunctions causing loss or damage as a result of operation, use, location and supervision of the beacon.

Upon call of the motion, voting in favor of the above Resolution were Trustees Charbonneau, Lindgren, Knox and Hilgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

The Clerk read a letter in which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requested that the Wastewater Treatment Facilities Contract between the City and Larson-Peterson and Associates for completion of Step No. 1, be extended to August 30, 1980, and also to extend the completion date to include review time of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the U.S. E. P.A.  A motion to this effect was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Lindgren.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Lindgren, Hilgren and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to pass the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, that part of Sub Lot A of Gov’t Lot 2, Sect. 22, Twp 131, Rng 37, bounded on the North by TH 235 and on the South by Lake Street in the City of Parkers Prairie is being used for commercial purpose.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Parkers Prairie, that Sub Lot A of Gov’t Lot 2, Sect 22, Twp 131, Rng 37, bounded on the North by TH 235, and on the South by Lake Street in the City of Parkers Prairie be designated a Commercial Zone.

Voting in favor of the Resolution were Trustees Hilgren, Lindgren, Knox and Charbonneau; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Lindgren and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to hold a public hearing on the rezoning of Sub Lot A of Gov’t Lot 2, Sect 22, Twp 131, Rng 37 on Monday, July 7, 1980 in the council room at 7:00 PM.  The clerk is to advertise same in The Independent.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Lindgren, Charbonneau and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A petition signed by 5 property owners living on Dayton Avenue between Commercial Street and Delaware Street requesting that this part of Dayton Street be blacktopped was presented to the council.  After a lengthy discussion on blacktopping and storm sewer, a motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Knox to pass the following Resolution Ordering Preparation of Report on Improvement:

WHEREAS, it is proposed to install storm sewer in the area bounded by TH 29 on the East State Street, and the North Sunset Avenue, on the West and Commercial Street on the South and also on Centre Street and Oak Street from Fourth Avenue to Fifth Avenue and to install blacktop on Delaware Street from Sunset Avenue to Dayton Avenue on Dayton Avenue from Commercial Street to Delaware Street and on Delaware Street from Sunset Avenue to TH 29 and to assess the benefited property for all or a portion of the cost of the blacktop; the City to bear the cost of the storm sewer, pursuant to Minn. Stats., Secs. 429.011 to 429.111 (Laws 1953, Ch. 398 as amended).

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Parkers Prairie, Minnesota,

That the proposed improvements be referred to Larson-Peterson and Associates of Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, for study and that they be instructed to report to the council with all convenient speed advising the council in a preliminary way as to whether the proposed improvements are feasible and as to whether they should best be made as proposed or in connection with some other improvements, and the estimated cost of each improvement as recommended.

Upon call of the motion, those voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Knox, Charbonneau and Lindgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Trustee Knox informed the council that he has passed the necessary examination and is now a certified tree inspector.

The council discussed a sample ordinance relating to the control of Dutch Elm and other epidemic shade tree diseases.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to pass the following Ordinance #61, an Ordinance for the Prevention and Control of Dutch Elm and Other Epidemic Shade Tree Diseases, as follows:

ORDINANCE #61 – AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF DUTCH ELM AND OTHER EPIDEMIC SHADE TREE DISEASES.

The City Council of the City of Parkers Prairie hereby ordains:


Subd. 1.   Declaration of Policy.  The City has determined that the health of the elm and all other trees are threatened by fatal diseases determined that the loss of trees growing upon public and private property would substantially depreciate the value of property and impair the safety, good order, general welfare and convenience of the public.  It is declared to be the intention of the City to control and prevent the spread of disease and this Section is intended for that purpose.


Subd. 2.   Shade Tree Disease Program.  It is the intention of the City to conduct a program of plant pest control pursuant to authority granted by Minnesota Statutes Section 18.022.  This program is directed specifically at the control and elimination of disease fungus and elm bark beetles and is undertaken at the recommendation of the Commissioner of Agriculture.  The Tree Inspector, hereinafter provided for, shall act as a coordinator between the Commissioner of Agriculture and the City in the conduct of this program, and shall secure compliance with all the rules prescribed by the Commissioner of Agriculture pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 18.023, as amended, insofar as they apply to the City.


Subd. 3.   The Council shall appoint a Tree Inspector who shall meet all qualifications for the position set out in 3MCAR Section 1.001 (A) (3), and who shall perform all duties required by 3MCAR Section 1.1009, et seq.


Subd. 4.   All real property, whether privately or publicly owned, located within the corporate limits, is hereby designated as a disease control area.


Subd. 5.   Nuisance Declared.  The following things are public nuisances whenever they are found within the City:

A. Any living or standing elm tree or part thereof infested to any degree with Dutch Elm disease fungus, Ceratocystis ulmi (Buisman) Mureau, or which harbors any of the elm bark beetles, Scolytus multistrialus (Eich) or Hylnrogopinus rufipes (March).

B. Any dead elm tree or part thereof, including logs, branches, stumps, firewood or other elm material from which the bark has not been removed and burned or sprayed with an effective elm bark beetle insecticide.

C. Any living or standing oak tree or part thereof infested to any degree with oak wilt fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum.

D. Any dead oak tree or part thereof which in the opinion of the Tree Inspector constitutes a hazard, including but not limited to logs, branches, stumps, roots, firewood or other oak material, which has not been stripped of its bark and burned or sprayed with an effective fungicide.

E. Any other shade trees with an epidemic disease.

Subd. 6.   Abatement.  It is unlawful for any person to permit any public nuisance as herein defined to remain on any premises owned, leased, occupied, or controlled by him.  Such nuisance may be abated in the manner prescribed by this Section.

Subd. 7.   Inspection and Investigation.

A. The Tree Inspection, his agents or employees, shall inspect all premises and places within the City as often as practicable to determine whether any conditions described herein exists thereon.  They shall investigate and report incidents of infestations by Dutch Elm fungus or elm bark beetles to the Council.

B. The Tree Inspector, his agents or employees, may enter upon private premises at any reasonable time for the purpose of carrying out any of the duties assigned to them hereunder.

Subd. 8.   Abatement of Dutch Elm Disease Nuisance.  In abating the nuisance defined herein, the Tree Inspector, his agents or employees, shall cause the infected tree or wood to be removed and burned or otherwise effectively treated so as to destroy and prevent as fully as possible the spread of epidemic diseases, including Dutch Elm disease fungus and elm bark beetles and Oak Wilt disease.  He shall also take such steps as are necessary to prevent root graft transmission of the disease.  Such abatement procedures shall be carried out in accordance with the current technical and expert methods and plans as may be designated by the Commissioner of Agriculture of the State of Minnesota.  The City shall establish specification for tree removal and disposal methods consistent therewith.

Subd. 9.

A. Abatement of Dutch Elm Nuisance on Private Property.  Whenever the Tree Inspector, his agents or employees, finds with reasonable certainty that the infestation defined in Subdivision 5 exists in tree or wood located on private property, outside any public way in the City, they shall notify by registered or certified mail, the owner, lessee, occupant or person in control of such property on which the nuisance is found, of the infestation and direct that the infestation shall be removed and burned, or otherwise effectively treated in an approved manner by such owner, lessee, occupant or person in control within ten (10) days after receipt of such notice.  The notice shall also state that if the nuisance shall not be abated by the owner, lessee, occupant or person in control may be charged with a violation of this Section for maintaining a nuisances and assess the costs against such property.  If the owner, lessee, occupant or person in control of any private property upon which such a tree is situated fails to have such tree or wood so removed and burned or otherwise effectively treated, within ten (10) days after receipt or notification by mail, the Tree Inspector, his agents of employees, shall proceed to have such tree removed and burned or otherwise effectively treated, and any expense incurred by the City in so doing shall be a charge and lien upon the said property and shall be collected as a special assessment in the same manner as other special assessments.

B. When the Tree Inspector, his agents or employees find conditions indicating the possibility of Dutch Elm, Oak Wilt or other infestation, and the Tree Inspector determines that confirmation is necessary, he immediately shall take and send appropriate specimens or samples to the Commissioner of Agriculture (Bureau of Plant Industry), State of Minnesota, for analysis, or take such other steps for diagnosis as may be recommended by the Commissioner of Agriculture.  Except as provided in this Subdivision 9, no action to remove infested trees nor wood shall be taken until positive diagnoses of the disease had been made.  Within five (5) days of receipt of the diagnosis, the owner, lessee, occupant or person in control of the property from which the specimen was obtained shall be notified of the result by registered mail.

Subd. 10.   Storage.

A. It is unlawful for any person to stockpile or store:

1. Elm logs with bark intact within the disease control area during the period from April 1st through September 15.

2. Elm logs with bark intact within the disease control area during the period from September 16 through March 31 unless the owner of the property upon which the logs are to be stored shall first make application to the council for a period of such stockpiling or storage.

B. Permits for stockpiling or storing elm logs with bark intact:

1. Application for permits shall be made with the Clerk, setting forth the address at which the logs are to be stored or stockpiled with the name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

2. Within ten (10) days of receipt of such application, the Tree Inspector shall inspect the proposed site to evaluate the desirability of the storage of logs thereon.  After such inspection, the Tree Inspector shall deny, approve or approve with restrictions of the application.  If the Tree Inspector approves the application, the Clerk shall issue the permit, which shall terminate at 12:00 midnight on the 31st day of March immediately following the date of issuance of such permit.

Subd. 11.   Interference Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person to prevent, delay or interfere with the City Forester, his agents or employees, while they are engaged in the performance of duties imposed by this Section.


Subd. 12.   Position of City Forester.  The position of City Forester is hereby created.  The Park Superintendent of the City or such other City official or person as may be designated from time to time by the Council shall perform the duties of City Forester.  The appointment to fill the position shall be made by a resolution of the council.


Subd. 13.   Effective Date.  This ordinance becomes effective upon its passage and publication according to law.

Passed by the council this 2nd day of June 1980.

Upon call of the motion, those in favor of passage of Ordinance #61 were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Lindgren and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Hilgren and seconded by Trustee Charbonneau to hold a public hearing on Ordinance #61 on Monday, July 7, 1980, at 7:00 PM in the council room.  The Clerk is to advertise same in The Independent.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Hilgren, Charbonneau, Knox and Lindgren; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Lindgren to appoint Trustee George Knox as City Forester.  Voting in favor of the motion were Trustees Charbonneau, Lindgren, Hilgren and Knox; opposed – none.  The motion carried.

Trustee Knox and Hilgren reported that they had attended a meeting of the West Central Regional Development Commission in regards to the application for a grant for the Senior Citizens Multi-Purpose Building.  They informed the council that the Commission has recommended that the City be awarded a grant of $20,000.00 to be used for this Multi-Purpose Building.  They also said that they were looking at different sites for this building and also that one of the temporary classroom buildings at the elementary building may be considered for this project.

A motion was made by Trustee Charbonneau and seconded by Trustee Hilgren to adjourn.  This was passed by a unanimous vote of the council.

